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AGRICULTURAL PRECES AND OTHER CURRENT ITEMS 


1950 CASH FARM RECEIPTS 
12 PERCENT ABOVE 1949 


Cash receipts from farm marketings 
by North Carolina farmers during 1950 
totaled $795,503,000. This is $84,- 
534,000 or 11.9 percent more than 
total cash receipts of $710,969,000 
from farm marketings in 1949. (See 
table on Page 3). 

The increase in total cash re- 
ceipts in 1950 over 1949 resulted 
entirely from increased receipts 
from crop sales, since total re- 
ceipts from livestock and livestock 
products during 1950 were $153,000 
less than during 1949. 

Cash receipts from the sale of 
crops accounted for 79.3 percent 
of all cash receipts in 1949 and 
for 81.6 percent of the total in 


1950. s 
Cash receipts from the sale of 


crops during 1950 totaled $648, 796,000, 
This was $84,687,000 or 15.0 percent 
more than total cash receipts from 
the sale of crops during 1949. Re- 
ceipts from the sale of tobacco 
during 1950 amounted to $486, 167, 000 
or 74.9 percent of the total 
cash receipts from the sale of crops. 
The importance of tobacco is further 
emphasized by the fact that it ac- 
counted for 61.1 percent of the 
total cash farm receipts in 1950 
and 50.5 percent in 1949. The in- 
crease in cash receipts from the 
sale of tobacco in 1950 resulted 
both from increased production and 
higher prices. 

Cash receipts from the sale of 
cotton in 1950 totaled $42,088,000 
Or 49.6 percent less than 1949. 
Receipts from the sale of cotton- 
seed were down 32.0 percent in 1950. 

The decrease in cash receipts 
from the sale of chickens, includ- 
ing broilers, and eggs during 1950 
more than offset slight increases 
in cash receipts from the sale of 
dairy products, hogs, cattle and 
calves, turkeys and other livestock 
and livestock products. 

Prices paid by North Carolina 
and other farmers during 1950 were 
higher than 1949. The index of 


prices paid by U. S. farmers.in- 


creased from 250 in 1949 to 255 in 1950. 


RECORD JULY OUTPUT OF CHICKS 


The July total output of chicks was 
almost double the 5-year (1945-49) 
average. The output of chicks during 
July is 13 percent less than the pre- 
vious month. However, the decline 
is smaller than the usual seasonal 
drop. 

Demand for chicks by commercial 
broiler producers declined and July 
placements were 23 percent less than 
June. 

Hatchings during the first seven 
months of 1951 totaled 41, 653,000 
chicks--an increase of 11 percent over 
the 37,397,000 chicks produced by 
commercial hatcheries in the State 
during the same period last year. 

Average prices received by North 
Carolina hatcheries for heavy breed 
sexed pullets increased from $20. 50 
per 100 chicks on July 1 to $23.50 on 
August 1. Light breed sexed pullets 
increased from $31.00 to $32.00 during 
the month.-. Heavy and cross breed 
straight run chicks averaged $15.00 
on both July and August 1. 


FARM MORTGAGE DEBT INCREASES 


The estimated debt secured by farm 
real estate in the U. S. amounted to 
5.8 billion dollars on January 1, 
1951. This debt has been increasing 
since 1946 at an accelerating rate. 
Thus, the increase for the calendar 
year 1950 was 8 percent whereas for 
1949 it was 6 percent; for 1948, 5 
percent; and for 1947 and 1946, 2 
percent each. 

Farm-mortgage debt increased in 
every State during 1949 and 1950. 
The largest increase during 1950 - 
almost 23 percent - occurred in 
Florida. The increase in Arizona was 
next largest - nearly 20 percent. 
Farm-mortgage debt in the Mountain 
region increased 14 percent during 
the year, and in the South Atlantic 
region 10 percent. In other regions 
the debt increased by smaller per- 
centages. 

Each State, except Illinois, Iowa, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
and South Dakota, now has more farm- 
mortgage debt than on January i, 1946, 


PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN FARM- 
MORTGAGE DEBT 


Jan. 1, 1946- Jan. 1, 1951 


U. S. INCREASE 
24.5% 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


PERCENT 
INCREASE 
WB 75.0 & over | 
BS 50.0 -74.9 
BBR 25.0 - 49.9 
ZA 0.0-24.9 


DECREASE 
0.0-11.6 


147.6 
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N. C. PRICES RECEIVED INDEX DOWN 15 POINTS 


The "All Farm Products" index of prices received by 
North Carolina farmers at local markets declined 15 points 
during the month ended August 15. The August 15 "All Farm 
Products" index at 277 compares with 292 in mid-July, 
270 on August 15,1950 and 241 on August 15, 1949. This 
is the third consecutive month in which the "All Farm 
Products" index has dropped and is the lowest of any month 
so far this year. 

The grains commodity index increased one point as the 
result of slightly higher prices for corn, wheat, oats, 
and rye. The current grains commodity index is 8 points 
lower than on the same date last year. 


The cotton and cottonseed index decreased 38 points, 


during the month ended August 15. Cotton dropped almost 
5 cents per pound and cottonseec dropped $10.00 per ton. 

The meat animals commodity index advanced 4 points dur- 
ing the month ended August 15. Hogs, beef cattle, sheep 
and lambs showed slight increases while veal calves dec- 
lined 40 cents per hundred weight. 

The poultry index increased 12 points as the result of 
higher prices for both chickens and eggs. Chickens advan- 
ced slightly more than ore cent per pound and eggs incre- 
ased 2.7 cents per dozen. 

The dairy index declined 3 points as the result of lower 
prices for retail milk arc butterfat. The current index 
of 236 is the lowest so far this year and is the same as 
December 1950. 

The miscellaneous commodity index increased 5 points 
during the month. Higher prices received for potatoes and 
sweetpotatoes more than off-set slightly lower prices for 
soybeans, cowpeas, wool and commercial apples. 

The ratio of prices received by North Carolina farmers, 
to prices paid by U. S. farmers declined 2 points during 


the month. Prices received by N. C. farmers declined while 
the index of prices paid by U. S. farmers was the same 
as July. 


PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS AUGUST 15, 1951 
WITH OOMP ARISONS 


NORTH CAROLINA 
COMMOD | TY 


COIRNiseie'sleleversloxe eiels 
Wide Avirotatate) sretelelsisiers 
GAiSietetatetatererste clever 


HOGS. .eccces 
BEEF CATTLE... 
VEAL CALVES.. 
Sisley cocsooncdnnd 
LAMBS cic cosets 
MTEK COWS cicietetsiele\e 
CAIICKEN!S cctie ereieiaiece 
EXGGS's sicisie niveletea lee 
MILKS WHES ES ese'e 
RETAGQU SS ese 
BUTMER so ereiseletererere 
BUTTER A cts c.aictevete 
HAY. ALL BALED... 
POTATOES sclera evtlerele 
SWEET POTATOES.c. 
APPLES COMMERCiAL 
LESPEDEZA SEED... 
IKGIRE ANicercrela stecctera 
KG.BE is sie iscieve see 
Cum, & TENN. 76. 
DERHEE Asis iereleiersie'e 
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S. PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS 


AND PARITY PRICES 


PARITY OR 
COMP ARABLE 
PRICES 


COMPARISON OF U. 


AVERAGE PRICES 
AS PERCENTAGE 
OF PARITY 


Jury 15 
1951 


CCTTON, 
WHEAT. 
CORN, 
OATS, 


LBecoece 
BUseevece 
BU, ccocece 
BUsccevose 
BARLEY, BUJseeos 
RYE | BU ew. sraeileisele 
Beek CATTLE, CWT. 


af Preliminary b/ Revised 


c/ Transitional parity, 90 percent (95 percent durin 


$ be eee ae Fe 1950) of 
ri ice computed under formula in use prior 
paces 


o January 


d/ Percentage of seasonally adjusted prices to parity prices. 


PRICES RECEIVED BY U. S. FARMERS CONTINUE 
TO DECLINE-PARITY INDEX UNCHANGED 


Declining for the sixth consecutive month, the Index of 
Prices Received by Farmers on August 15 was 292 percent 
of its 1910-14 average. This was 2 points below mid-July 
and 25 points (or 9.4%) above August 15 a year ago. Prices 
for most crops, except fruit, were down during the month, 
with the decreases in prices of cotton, truck crops, and 
oil-bearing crops contributing most to the cecline in the 
index. These declines were partially offset by higher 
prices for fruit, some meat animals, milk, and eggs. 

The Parity Index (Prices Paid for Commodities, Interest, 
Taxes, and Wage Rates) in mid-August remained at 282 per- 
cent of its 1910-14 average. This was 1 point below the 
all-time peak recorded in April and May of this year, and 
9.7 percent higher than a year ago. The index of prices 
paid for family living items was unchanged during the 
month, but the index of commodities used for production 
was up 1 point. Price indexes for both living and pro- 
duction commodity groups were above August 1950, as were 
also the interest, tax, and wage rate components. 

The Parity Ratio at 104 in mid-August was unchanged 
from July 15 and at this level was the same as a year ago. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 
(N.C. 


PRICES RECEIVED 1909-14 = 


15} Auc 15 
1951 


100 PERCENT) 


Auc 15} AuG 15] AucG 15 
1950 1949 1948 


RTH iNDEX NUMBER 


ALL FARM PRODUCTS... 277 270 241 
COTTON & COTTONSEED 282 274 236 
aiatare.t - 181 189 170 
MEAT ANIMALSccoce oe 4451/ 402 348 
POULTRY? otie'ctn cyateiee's « 278 240 270 
DAIRY PRODUCTS..... 236 222 221 
TOBAGOO sr cose we tan ere 476 508 453 
MISCELLANEOUS, .cece 236 244 ply lid 
RATIO OF PRICES 
RECE; VED To PAIDS 102 105 99 


JUL 
1951 


UNi TED STATES iNDEX NUMBERS 


Se 


PRICES RECEIVED.... 245 


PRICES FAID 
INTEREST & TAXES.. 

RAT!G OF FRICES 
RECE!VED TC PAID., 


q/, Type 13, : i 
2/ Ratio of N. C. prices received to U.S. prices paid. 


294 292 267 


282 282 258 243 
104 104 103 101 
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AVERAGE PRICES PAID FOR FURNITURE BY NORTH CAROLINA & UNITED STATES FARMERS WITH COMPARISONS, 1950 -1951 


RuGs, 
RuGs, 


AXMINSTER, 9° X 12° 
FELT BASE, 9° X 12° 


DUNNING ROOM) SUT TES s/¢5e:0:001s ole 500s 00 


LivInG-Room Sul TEs 

BEDROOM SuITs 

BEDSTEADS, METAL, 

MATTRESSES 54 , FELTED COTTON 
BED SPRINGS, DOUBLE, SAGLESS 
KITCHEN CABINETS 

STOVES, 6-HOLE, 

WASHING MACHINES, 


CASH RECEIPTS FROM FARM MARKETINGS, 


NORTH CAROLINA 1949-1950 


COMMODITY 


1,000 
Dollars 


1,000 
Dollars 


Livestock and products.... 1486 , 860 146,707 


eee 


Stl) ae! 
33,418 


40,896 


Dair TOOUGCUSs1s1e a 
aa 33,680 


Hogs..... 
Chickens (including 
DLOLPeLUS)ie esis 


osteee eosoeoee eee 


26, 217 25, 285 


cooeoe er soe 


EGU Sey cians a cree ohn se” 27 , 580 220 060 
Cattle and calves..... 17,860 19 , 456 
PRU EK OVS 9 tage sie 3) <0, seni sve 2,845 3,404 
YEN ET Joie noha eres 8» Stes 1,407 1,419 


564,109 648,796 


CrODIS ciate 


Field crops: 
ODA CCOmtetereisrerene 
COE TCOMMLELT Gerens « 
Peanuts is ces 
COTM csastelensie soe 
Soybeans......... 
Wh'G'a Cruse eneperecenane se 
Potatoes... 
Cottonseed.. 


359, 264 486, 167 
42,088 
25,695 
20,423 

9,873 
6,885 
6,346 
5,363 


eoeeeoe ee 


eos eeee ee ee 


Sweetpotatoes....... aN 4,912 
Ha Vere more: cheletersherete ois:\ ere 2,769 
OSES ii itavissiets slatratise « 2,498 
Lespedeza seed....... 1,681 


SOLCOMSY LUD recs sles 8 48 
FEEUGK MC LO PiSeierneter ache ore 9,950 
ONE PY ocadiories ied OO 824 


Fruits and tree nuts: 


Mp ORG guGd dO dannroe 2,999 
POACHeS as cweieieks ereciane a 1,802 
StCLAWDeL G1 CS sete oo'e) ears 1, 242 
IPE GAIUS tive hone retensy cet suayalans 425 


ONG s: Sif on o Peer 647 


Other products: 
ORES cidicid Gino oo pI IoC 
Greenhouse, nursery.. 


13, 303 
2,858 


All 
ah 
2 
3/ 


COMMO MICA GGanee 3. ciel os 795,503 


Honey, sheep and lambs, mules, wool, horses, beeswax, 
other poultry. 

Barley, rye, sorghums for grain, cowpeas. 

Grapes, cherries, pears, figs, plums, ether berries 


NORTH CAROLINA 


UNITED STATES 


FURNITURE PRICES INCREASE DURING YEAR 


Prices paid by North Carolina farmers for most furni- 
ture items increased during the period from June 15, 1950 
to June 15, 1951. Living-room and bedroom suites in- 
creased $20.00 and $25.00, respectively. 


Axminster rugs, size 9’ x 12’, increased $17.00 dur- 
ing the year ended June 15, 1951. Farmers also paid 
higher prices for bedsteads, mattresses, kitchen cabi- 
nets, kitchen ranges and washing muchines (See table 
above). 


FEED PSICES SHOW LITTLE CHANGE 


Prices paid by North Carolina farmers for most high- 
protein and grain by-products feeds held about steady 
during the month ended August 15. 


Mixed dairy feeds, except 18 percent protein, remain- 
ed the same as July (See table below). Of the high pro- 
tein feeds, cottonseed meal and meat scrap decreased 15 
and 20 cents, respectively. Wheat bran decreased five 
cents while corn gluten increased 20 cents. Laying mash 
decreased 10 cents per 100 pounds while scratch grain re- 
mained the same. 


FEED PRICES PAID BY FARMERS AUGUST 15, 
WITH COMP ARI SONS 
NORTH CAROLINA 


1951 


UNITED STATES iu} 


FEED PER 


HUN DREDWE J GHT Jury 15 Aus. 15 
1951 1951 
- DOLLARS - 
MIXED DAIRY FEED 
UNDER 29% PROTEIN. 4.15 4.15 4.08 4.12 
16% PROTEIN..... 3.95 3.95 4.01 4.05 
18% PROTEIN..... 4.10 4.15 4.09 4.12 
20% PROTEIN..... 4.35 4.35 4.14 4.17 
2O%We OVERS creaeveyels 5.00 5.00 4.93 4.95 
HIGH PROTEIN FEEDS 
LINSEED MEAL...... - - 4.21 4, 
SOYBEAN MEAL...... 4.50 4.50 4.69 4. 
COTTONSEED MEAL... 4.35 4.20 4.77 4. 
MEAT SCRAP.....0. 6.30 6.10 6.26 Gp 
GRAIN BY-PRODUCTS 
Serer eseuenuieiececeae fers 3.80 ee afte: 3.51 3. 
MUDDEINGS esc. cers 3.95 4.00 3,88 Kin 
CORN MEAL......e0- 4.60 4.80 4.12 4, 
CORN GLUTEN....... - - 3.41 15 
POULTRY FEED 
LAYING MASH....... 5.20 5.10 4.91 4. 
SCRATCH GRAIN..... 4.65 4.65 4.46 4. 
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N. C. WOOL PRODUCTION 
DPS PERCENT 


The quantity of wool shorn or to 
be shorn in North Carolina this year 
is estimated at 180,000 pounds. This 
is an increase of 4 percent over the 
162,000 pounds shorn in 1950 and comp- 
ares with the 1940-49 average of 
205,000 pounds. 

The increase in wool production over 
last year is due to an increase in the 
number of sheep shorn since the average 
fleece weight of 5.3 pounds was down 

-l1 pound from 1950. 

The estimated 34,000 sheep shorn 
or to be shorn in 1951 was 13 percent 
greater than the 30,000 head shorn the 
Preceding year but 17 percent less 
than the ten-year average. 


RECORD LADINO-CLOVER SEED CROP 


A record U. §. production of 
10, 120,000 pounds of clean Ladino- 
clover seed is forecast this year. 
This is 26 percent larger than the 
previous record crop of 8,640,000 
pounds last year and nine times the 
1940-49 average of 1,120,000 pounds. 
Larger crops in Oregon and Calif- 
ornia than last year more than offset 
the smaller crop indicated for Idaho. 

This year’s acreage for seed, est- 
imated at 74,000 acres, is 27 percent 
larger than the previous record of 
58,400 acres last year and nearly 
six times the 10-year average of 
12,750 acres. 

The prospective yield of 137 pounds 
per acre is only 3 pounds less than 
the record 1949 yield of 140 pounds 
and 57 pounds more than the 10-year 
average. The increasing use of eff- 
ective insecticides and of honey bees 
to pollinate the crop have been 
largely responsible for the large 
yields in recent years. 
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TURKEY CROP LARGEST OF RECORD 


North Carolina turkey producers 
indicate by their August 1 reports 
that they will produce 727,000 birds 
this year. This will be a record 
high number of turkeys raised for 
this state and is 30 percent larger 
than the previous record of 559,000 
Produced in 1950, about 50 percent 
greater than the number raised in 1949 
and two and one-half times larger 
than the 1938-47 average. 

For the Nation, a sharp change 
from January intentions developed 
during the early months of the year. 
Last January growers intentions for 
1951 were for the production of 1 
percent more turkeys than in 1950. 
According to August 1 reports farmers 
are raising 52,774,000 birds this 
year--16 percent more than last year. 


This sharp change in plans came about 
mostly as the result of steadily 
rising turkey prices during the hatch- 
ing season. 

‘Beltsville White turkeys have been 
increasing rapidly during the last 
two -years to meet a year-around demand 
for young turkeys 14-17 weeks old 
weighing from 4-8 pounds dressed. 
Producers reported for the first time 
on the number of birds of this breed 
raised in 1950 and being raised this 
year. Reports show that about 16 
percent of all turkeys being raised 
this year are Beltsville Whites, 
compared with 12 percent last year. 
For the South Atlantic area these 
percentages are much higher and 
are 40.7 for 1951 and 29,7 for 
1950. 


TURKEYS RAISED ON FARMS 1951, WITH COMPARISONS 


State 


& Average | 1948 1949 | 1950 2/ Indicated 
Division 1938-47 


Includes Beltvilte Whites 
Revised 
3/ 


Number Raised j/ 


bet as 
1950 


Preliminary estimates as ef August 1, 1951 


